[image: image1.emf]







[image: image2.png]WALAS20





INFORMACIÓN PARA JURADO DE ALAS20
Categoría Investigación en Sustentabilidad
AMERIS AGF
La divulgación pública de información sobre estudios e investigaciones referidas a sustentabilidad e inversiones responsables es una de las áreas de ALAS20 que aporta nueva y valiosa evidencia empírica para facilitar el proceso de toma de decisiones para la comunidad de inversionistas.
Las instituciones líderes en investigación de sustentabilidad serán evaluadas considerando los siguientes criterios:

Profundo conocimiento del impacto de la sustentabilidad para los mercados

 La información pública sobre investigación de sustentabilidad de la institución debe reflejar su profundo conocimiento del impacto de la sustentabilidad para los mercados, así como satisfacer los requerimientos de información en esta materia por parte de sus grupos de interés. La institución debe demostrar que ha reportado información en las principales áreas de investigación de sustentabilidad, que son de interés para el mercado de capitales.

Credibilidad de la investigación de sustentabilidad

La información pública sobre investigación de sustentabilidad de la institución debe traducirse en credibilidad por parte del mercado de capitales, mediante investigaciones consistentes y bien fundamentadas.

Independencia y objetividad de la investigación de sustentabilidad

La información pública sobre investigación de sustentabilidad de la institución debe demostrar independencia y objetividad, mediante un análisis sistemático que contribuya con imparcialidad al entendimiento de las compañías y organizaciones que son sujeto de las investigaciones.

Evidencia empírica de investigación de sustentabilidad

La información pública sobre investigación de sustentabilidad de la institución debe estar respaldada por evidencia empírica valiosa, es decir, que sea considerada y que contribuya en los procesos de toma de decisiones y de recomendaciones de inversión. La institución debe demostrar cómo su investigación de sustentabilidad contribuye consistentemente con el desarrollo del mercado de capitales.
Categoría Investigación en Sustentabilidad
PREGUNTAS Y RESPUESTAS DE:

AMERIS AGF
What are the practices and strategies of socially responsible investment in place in the company (screening, thematic funds, engagement and dialogue with companies on ESG aspects, voting policies covering ESG issues, etc)?. 

There are basically two levels. First, in our investment processes, the ESG factors play a critical role in deciding weather to invest or not in a company or a project. Probably the most relevant aspect that we consider in an investment is the "character" of the owner, management, company or project. Ameris has a formal section in its investment decision process dedicated to this.

The second level is probably the main differentiator of Ameris in ESG. Despite being a relatively young company, it manages the first impact investing fund Chile, FIS Ameris. We don't see Social Responsibility as something you need to have once you reach a certain scale of business, instead we see it as a core part of the company and that is why FIS Ameris has been part of the company since its origin.

Ameris is also committed on strengthening the impact investment industry in Chile. Through FIS Ameris we recently organized Cataliza Chile 2018, along with Agora Partnerships and Zoma Lab. This seminar was a step to mobilize the impact investing and sustainable finance industry in our country. Cataliza Chile brought together a group of more than 30 public and private institutions that worked together to lay the foundations that will allow more investors to focus their investments on ESG results, and though, transforming their capitals into generators of impact in our society. After the meeting, a final document of Cataliza Chile 2018 with proposals to scale impact investment and sustainable finances was delivered to Chilean government authorities, as a contribution to the construction of a sustainable and inclusive country.

María José Montero, partner in the FIS Ameris impact investment area, also participates as speaker in multiple activities to disseminate the impact investing concept and incentivize this type of investments. Among them:

Chicago Booth MBA Meeting 2018 (United States) , Sustainable Finance Seminar of UNEP-FI, Financing with Impact Summit of Sistema B, International Meeting on Social Impact and Financial Return of ACAFI and UC.

More information on Cataliza Chile: http://fisameris.cl/blog/2018/08/07/encuentro-cataliza-chile-2018/
What are the means allocated to ensure the integration of ESG factors in the company’s investment decision process? (dedicated training for analysts / fund managers, risk assessment of companies / sectors / countries on ESG aspects, implementation of dedicated ESG risk management procedures in investment processes and decisions, consultation of stakeholders, etc).
We have a senior investment team fully dedicated to impact investing. Maria José Montero is partner and portfolio manager of FIS Ameris area, she along with her team members Daniela Jara and Antonia Brahm, associates of FIS Ameris, dedicated to both FIS Ameris’ funds.

María José Montero has more than 20 years of experience in jobs related to social development. She was a member of the founding group of NGO Techo (please go to www.techo.org, English version), researcher for Unesco, and consultant for FAO. She is currently a Board member of Acafi (Investment Fund Chilean Association) responsible of all the ESG standards of this association, of Ciudadano Responsable Foundation and of Casa de la Paz Foundation. She is also member of the Advisory Board for Comunidad Mujer (Women Community) and of the Center for Social Innovation of Universidad del Desarrollo. She was awarded with the Revelation Executive 2015 and Leader Woman 2013 prizes. She holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Economic and Administrative Sciences from Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile and a Master’s Degree in Social Policy and Planning from the London School of Economics and Political Science.

Ameris uses its investment capabilities in its practices and strategies to invest in projects that generate a high measurable social return. To define in which projects FIS Ameris will invest, we consider both financial and social criteria. The investment process consists of two stages: the first stage begins with the search for companies or social institutions that had better comply with social and financial requirements, then they go through a process of application to FIS Ameris’ Investment Committee. The Investment Committee decides whether the project continues or not with the next evaluation stage. The second stage focuses on joint work with the institutions for the development of a due diligence report and investment structure. Once ready, the project is presented again to the Investment Committee, which decides if it is approved to proceed with the long-term investment.
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